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Why an Imperfect Man Chosen?
To those who have been saying that, if Gandhiji has
failed in perfecting his Ahimsa, failure is certain in their case,
he had already given the answer. But in the concluding
part of the speech he presented another aspect of his im-
perfection. He said: "In placing civil disobedience before
constructive work I was wrong, and I did not profit by the
Himalayan blunder that I had committed. I feared that I
should estrange my co-workers, and so carried on with
imperfect Ahimsa. But I am not sorry for my blunders. My
imperfections and failures are as much a blessing from God
as my successes and my talents, and I lay them both at
His feet. Why should He have chosen me, an imperfect
instrument, for such a mighty experiment? I think He
deliberately did so. He had to serve the poo*- dumb igno-
rant millions. A perfect man might have been their despair.
When they found that one with their failings was marching
oi\ towards Ahimsa, they too had confidence in their own
capacity. We should not have recognized a perfect man if
he had come as our leader, and we might have driven him
to a cave. Maybe he who follows me will be more perfect
and you will be able to receive his message. Maybe some
one of you may be that perfect teacher who is to come."
An Impossible Ideal?
But are we not being driven to philosophical
anarchism? Is that not an impossible ideal? These questions
were asked by a philosophic friend some months ago, and
■Gandhiji gave him replies which I think will be useful to-
day.
"Does anyone know true non-violence?" he asked.
Gandhiji immediately replied: "Nobody knows it, for
nobody can practise perfect non-violence."
"Then how can it be used in politics?"
"It can be used in politics precisely as it can be usec
in the domestic sphere. We may not be perfect in our us<
of it, but we definitely discard the use of violence, and grov
from failure to success."
<cYou would govern non-violently. But all legislatioi
is violence.'*

